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Town of Waldoboro 

Conservation Commission Meeting 

Tuesday, May 4, 2021 

 

1. Call to Order 

Attending members at 5:20 pm starting time: Caren Clark (Chair), Will Pratt, and Leslie Lorenzen. 

Steven Warren (Vice-Chair) arrives during the Earth Day conversation. 

Town Officials: Max Johnstone (Minutes) 

 

2. Minutes 

March and April minutes were moved to June for approval. 

 

3. Citizens Comments 

None. 

 

4. Old Business (Town Flyer) 

Max placed the flyer on the website and will be printing one hundred (100) copies for distribution by next meeting. Caren 

said there is an issue when she downloads the PDF on the website. Leslie said she will place the brochure on the Facebook 

group for digital distribution. Caren and Leslie noted that traditional distribution has been harmed by COVID, but the 

physical versions will still be useful for the kiosks. 

 

5. Old Business (Dutch Neck Marine Park) 

Leslie is likely unable to work on the trails in the upcoming months. Leslie said that some of her friends walked the trail 

recently and there were no issues besides the weather. Caren gave Will some paints that are used for marking trails in 

case he is in the area or if they wanted to use it for the Town Forest. 

 

6. Old Business (Earth Day) 

Leslie provided analytics to show what properties gained the most interest on Facebook and Instagram 

(@conserve_waldoboro). Leslie said there were at least eighty-eight (88) new people who followed the Commission on 

social media. Quarry Hill and Town Forest gained the most traction, which Leslie thought Dutch Neck Marine Park was 

going to have. Caren thinks the location of these properties make a difference for what people were more interested in. 

(Steve Warren arrives) 

Leslie saw the Commission’s posts getting shared on some other Waldoboro pages (Enhance Waldoboro was mentioned). 

Leslie also shared anecdotes of people who were able to explore new trails in Waldoboro. Leslie mentioned that Rachel 

Morris expressed interested in joining the Commission and plans to attend a future meeting. 

Leslie thinks there is not enough interest to start the Adopt-A-Park program but thinks the Commission can still use the 

momentum for getting more information out there for residents. Leslie plans on getting Google Maps to identify the 

various parks in Town. 

 

7. Old Business (Town Forest) 

Leslie has some ribbons for re-routing the trails to keep them on the town-owned property.  

Caren said Joan Ray has contacted Julie Keizer and the State Forester to inform them about an invasive species in the 

Town Forest that harms the hemlock trees. Caren anticipates more information at the next meeting. 

 

8. Old Business (Quarry Hill) 

Leslie is curious if more work can be done to expand the Quarry Hill trails since there are a lot of nice areas to incorporate 

into a system; Max mentioned there was an attempt to get a grant in 2018 to get funding to make trails and create parking 

near the quarry, which did not succeed for different reasons. Caren mentioned that the snowmobile trail connects the 
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property to Route 220. Caren also mentioned that there was interest a while ago to create a recreational plan for Quarry 

Hill; Leslie likes the idea and sees the site as Waldoboro’s Hidden Valley Nature Center with enough work.  

Leslie will have a draft plan for the blueberry picking event. Will suggested getting the Fire Department involved for a 

controlled burn at the fields. Leslie expanding the idea about potentially dividing the fields in two to alternative the fields 

that would be burned. Another collaboration Leslie and Will suggested was with the Historical Society for a passport 

program to get to unique spaces in Waldoboro, and people who complete the passport get seedlings or a similar prize. 

 

9. Old Business (University of Maine) 

Max shared videos from the students who did some projects in Town, including a walking path to connect the Rest Area 

to Moody’s Restaurant. Leslie liked the idea of the footbridge at the Rest Area. Max mentioned that the numbers projected 

by the students would not be used for grants, and a certified engineering firm will be required in the future to confirm the 

projects. Leslie mentioned that the Route 1/ Main Street intersection should use the cheapest option of increasing the 

island divider and keep the parking at the status quo. 

 

10. Comments from Members 

Steve said that Larry Wellman Jr is moving out of Waldoboro. Caren said a notice from Larry stating that he is resigning 

would be appreciated for the record. Leslie said that Rachel and her husband have offered to join and could take his place. 

Max mentioned there were two (2) forums coming up: On May 13th, there is a forum for AD Gray for the park proposal 

and the affordable senior housing proposal; on May 18th, there is a forum about the potential uses for Sylvania that will 

have members from Maine DEP and Max will give some insight on the potential uses for the property. Caren said there 

used to be a fishermen trail behind Friendship Street school that she would like to see extended to Sylvania; Max said that 

he did envision using the setback limits to have a trail along the property lines and in the Shoreland Zone. Caren said there 

is a sunken ship near the area that would garner some interest in viewings at low tide. 

Caren would like Max to adjust the meeting information on the website. 

 

11. Next Meeting 

June 1, 2021 at 5:15 pm. 

Note: The next meeting was June 9th due to scheduling conflicts on June 1st and the election on June 8th. 

 

12. ADJOURN 


